
CHAPTER 7 
ONE DAY TRIALS 

 
Rule 5.7.1 
 One Day Trials 
 A. Time Limit.  One day trials may not exceed one court day including time for the judge to 
review the file, read the trial briefs, and issue a ruling. Cases that exceed the one day time limit may result 
in a mistrial and be rescheduled as a long cause trial. 
 B. Calendaring.  The court will set one day trials as its calendar permits. The court may continue 
a trial for good cause shown.  If counsel or parties intend to request a continuance by stipulation, notice 
thereof must be given to the court as specified in Local Rule 5.5.8.C above. 
 C. FSD.  See Chapter 9 of these rules for additional information governing trials in FSD. 
 D. Custody and/or Visitation Issues.  If custody or visitation is in issue, the parties must meet 
with FCS before trial.  This meeting must be scheduled sufficiently in advance of trial to allow the 
counselor to prepare and file a recommendation at least 30 calendar days before the scheduled trial date. 
 E. Mandatory One Day Trial Statements.  Counsel or parties must prepare, file, and serve a trial 
statement, and if financial matters are at issue, current Income and Expense Declaration. The Trial 
Statement must be in the form set forth in form “Mandatory Trial Statement” which can be found at 
www.sdcourt.ca.gov under family law forms. Copies of these documents must be served personally on 
opposing counsel or parties no later than 2:00 p.m. two court days before trial. The originals of the trial 
statement and a current Income and Expense Declaration must be filed with the clerk in the trial department 
by 3:00 p.m. two court days before trial. Failure to timely serve and file the trial statement and current 
Income and Expense Declaration may subject the non-complying counsel to sanctions. This rule does not 
apply to long cause OSCs. 
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